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Onone FOHN THURSTON, 


How he was ſeduced to turn QUAKER, and Poſſeſſed by 
an Evil Spirit, and of a Temptation he had to Cut his own Throat, 
and how he was preſerved therefrom 3 and ſeveral Paſſages which 
IP" *'d to him in che time of his Deluſion. 
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Attefted | by Mr. William n Robinſon , that had the Relation 
from his own month. 


——_— 1 


With Allowance. Ko. L Eftrange. 


_ 


'L 0 N D 0 Ne Ne Printed for D, 4 1678, 
10.4: 242. 13) 


"—- 


—_——— 
— OT - 


&o Ars ve - . 4. 


the Delufton of che i)Devil ac a lare Qua- 


G] ”_— 
$2227 2* $6LEELLE 


A true, ſtrange, and wondet ful Narrative of 


kers Mecting, on one Fobn Thurſton. of... 
Kendal in Weſtmoreland, &c. = 


SIR, KJ 
0 ſatis fie your ſcruple as to the Truth 
and Credit of thi, following Relation, 
T7 had as mach as this amounts t0 from 
Thurftan b:»:ſelf , end the Minifter of 
the Pariſh afjirmed the Particnlars of it. My 
houſe is in Browns Court in Crutchect-Friers, 
London, ad my name #* William Rubinſon, 


N May laſt 1679, at Kendal in Weſtmoreland, 
one John Thurſtox who was very defirous to 
aſlociate himſel: with the ©xakers at their 
Meetings, and ſpeaking witn one of them a= 
bout it, he much iccouraged him to hold on his 
Purpoſe; and accordingly he went to them, 
when their preſent Speaker whoſe driit ws to 
deny all Miniſterial Teaching and Ordinances, 
together with all noticaal knowledge galned 
by the uſe of ſuch means, and to becore 45 1 
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taught of God within themſelves, by waiting 
upon at inward Light, which (as he ſaid) lies 
low hiddesr under the Eacth, vis. the Old man 
which is of the Earth, earthly. 

' Thur ton was immediately ſo taken with this 
kind vt Dodrine, that he reſolved to cloſe with 
them 4 was afraid to read any gocd Books, to 
hear any Preaching-Miniſter, or to call to re- 
membrance any thing which he had f-rmerly 
learned concernlop G4, Chrit,his own Eſtate, 
or any other ſubjeQ contained in the Scripture, 
Oae of them cold him, that Chriſt was as man, 
had his failings, diſtruſted God 3 and many 
other blaſphemous words. 

At his next meetipg, the Speaker urged him 
to take up the Croſs daily, ſaying, Carry the 
Eroſi all day, and it will keep thee at night. He 
urged him to hearken to a Voice withia him 
ſpoke much of a Light within them. Which 
Tharfton not yet finding, was much troubled, 
defiring that he might fall inco quaking, think- 
igg thereby he ſhould attain to the 1mmediate 
diſcoveries of God to him. And accordiagly 
ſhortly after as he was walking in bis Chamber, 
te beganto quake (ſo extreamly, that be could 
not ſtand, but fel] upon his bed, where he how- 
led and cried in a terrible manner, yet was he 
not, afraid, but look'd upon it as the pangs of 
the New birth. Aﬀter Þeif an hour, by degrees, 
he ceaſed from how!ing, and rejoyced that now 
he could witneſ; againlt the Miniſters of Exg- 
land, as fa'(e Prophets and Prieſts of Baal, 

All 
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All the Night aſter , he was much troubled 


with Dicam: about his Sins, and when he awak- 
ed, he perc:ived { 'mething lighting on his Neck, 
ard giving him a great ſtroak which cauſed 
much pa'n, and ſ»a (econd, third, and fourth, 
each leſs then other, deſcending till it came to 
the middle of his Back, and thea he difcerned 
ſomething to enter into his Body,and hethoaght 
he heard a Voice within him ſaying, 7: ir day, 
addding twice, As ſure as its light, ſo ſurely 
ſhall Chriſt give thee light. 

T wo cr three days after, he ſtill waited for 
more Light , and walking into a field, he lay 
duwn with his Face to the Earth, at which 
time his right hand began extreamly to ſhake, 
and he was In a great raptureof joy, then did 
the power within, raiſe him aod ſet him on his 
Feet, and afterwards layd him on his Back , 
brought his Sins into his rem=mbrance , cauſing 
his Hand at every Sin, to ſtrike the ground,and 
he heard a voyce ſaying, Now is ſuch a Six mor- 
tified 5 then was he perlwaded that all his Sins 
were mortified at once: Then roſe he up, and a 
voice a:ked rim , What he would from Heaven, 
and it ſhould be civer him, then laid Thurflox 
w hae ſhall I ask ? Ir was aniwered, Ak Wiſdom 
in the firſt place, he did (o, it was anſwered, 
That hrs requeſt was granted, and that he ſhou!d 
be endowed with the gift of Prophecy. 

Preicntly atter, he went to another of their 
Meetings, where the ſame per 5n was againthe 
Speaker, with which he was more aff:Red than 
formerly, 


the writing of the Law in his heart , thea were 


ES) Sv 


[5] 
formerly ,. for that as he conceited, he could 
inward{(y witne(s to what he ſpake y after him 
ano'her ſpake, in the time of w hole ſpeaking, 
Thurſton was drawn uut uf his Chati,a 4! thrown 
upon the ground , where he oy a:l oight, all 
which time, his Budy and Members were all in 
a kind of Epitepiical morivnz being turned from 
his back on hi: belly, and ſo back againſeveral 
times, making croſſes with his Legs and his 
Hands, moving on the ground as if he had been 
writirg , and ac hearda voice ſaying, That that 
writing with his band on the ground, ſignified 


his hands moved to his head , and he ſaid that 
he heard a voyce, Chriſt in thee, which words 
he was compelled to fing forth ina ſtrange man- 
ner, and with ſuch a voice as was not his owne 
then it ſeemed that ſome Spirit raiſed him up, 
and bid him be humble, then breught him on 
his knees again, and he heard the voyce ſaying, 
Stoop low, low, and when his face was almoſt at 
the ground , it ſaid to him, Take up thy Croſs, 
and follow me, then niſivug, he wasled out of 
the houſe by the Devilat a Back door to the 
River, and back again, and then into the Town, 
where he was drawn down th=- ſtreet to a 
door, bur he knew not where; whereupon two 
of them that followed him ſaid , hither will 
you go? This is the Fidlers houſe; Thurſton an- 
ſwered, be it whoſe houſe ic will, I ain led hi- 
ther, and hither I muſt go , then was his hand 
forced to knock at the door, and the Voice bad 

him 
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him ſay » Behold, Chrift ftands at the door and 
knocks. U he Fidler opening tae door, he went 
In, and taking down a Fiddic, he was forced co 
play on ir and co dasces whereupon he queſtio- 
ned whit p: wer.led him to ſuch acions 2 and 
the V-nce p:eſentIy anſwered him, This 3s not bes 
canſe I love Muſick for I hate it, but to ſugnifie 
#0 thee what jy there is ic Heaven at thy Conver- 
ſions as alſo whit Spiritual Melody thou ſhalt 

have bereafter 
Thcn. was he l.d out of the houſe and carried through the 
Town, pronouncing a Text of Scrip:turz as he went. Theo 
went he to his own houle, and there by the Spirit was thrown 
down, and forced to make Circles with his nands, the Voice 
telling him, That be was tow putting off the Old man. . His 
hand aifo was forced to take up a fone which lay on the floor, -- 
which fc though: to be [tke a mans heart, and the Voice told 
hin, That Chriſt had taken that flone out of bis hearty and gi- 
ven him 44 heart of fleſþ. Then was he caſt upon his back to 
the ground, and the Voice faid, Thow: ſhalt. have tma Angels to 
keep thee : And immediately two Swallows-came down the 
Chimney.z vhereupon he crizd out, My Angels, my Angels ! 
And withal he held out his hand to them, expecting they 
ſhould have come to him 3; but they flew up the chimny again, 
though the door and windows were open. Then was he 
carr:cd upon his hands and knees out of the doors into the 
ſitre=t 5 ana when his Wife would have ſtopt him, he ſaid, 
He muſt not be ftopt, be muſt forſake Wife, Children and all, to 
Follow Chrift. ' Thus went he up the fireet, thinking he bore 
/ a Croſs upon his neck, till ſome-pulFd him out of che mire 
and dirt, and by force carried him into his own houſc 3 
whereupon pointing at one of them, he ſaid, Chrijt points at 
thee thou art a wicked woman, thou hai# bindred the work of 
the Lord. Thus he continued until the evening, when many 
of the Quakers coming to him, ſaid, Be lowly minded, and 
DE bearken 
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bearken to the Voice within het. - And (o*thiy 1ſt him, kils- 5-2 
: Ktcngth being almoſt quiteſpent with his telikfinefs, *-* * - 25 
His Wife and Family:going to Bud, he remained: alohe, + 
. when he began to queſtion , whither theſe ſtrange Actions 
were Divine, or Diabolical : Whereupon he trembled, apd 
his Hand was forced to takc up a Knife , which lay by, apd 
' to point it to his Throat 3 and the Voice ſaid co him, Open a 
| bole there, and rhou ſhalt have Eternal Life. But he threw | 
away the Knife, and his Wife coming to him, at her. ptr- .. 
' fwalion he went to bed 3 and all the Night after he affined 
himſelf, that he was poſſeſſed by an Evil Spirit. And-in the 
' Morning he roared and cryed out, Now the Devil is gonie out 
| of me at which inftant he and his Famiiy heard it thunder, 
: Ahough no others heard it ; Hereupon he fell mto Deſpair 
- "fora time, thinking that every thing which he cither heard 
_ - or ſaw, was the Devil which came to fetch him away. Some- 
-times he thougbt that he ſhould be taken away in a flame of 
| Fire, other ſometimes that the Earth would open atid 
- ſwallow him. + Yet at laſt it pleaſed God (avir ſeems) to give 
him Repentance and Peace in his Conſcience 5 and did defire 
-'that a Narrative of theſe things might be Publiſhed, to 
diſcover the danger of the Qxkers Mectings, and tobe a 
- Caution to others, to take heed how they go out of Gods 
ways, and forſake his Ordinances, leſt falling into 'the Ex- 
rour of the wicked, they decline from their tormer Redfaſi- 
neſs 4 and leaſt not receiving the Love of the Truth, chat 
hey might be ſaved, God give them over to irong Delu« 
©, tobclicve aLyc. , | 
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